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These citizens, fast asleep, could have been
overcome by smoke inhalation and perished in
their home. Officer Sanchez and Officer
Naugle-Dudek displayed heroism while dis-
regarding their own personal safety during the
structure fire.

Officer Teresa Naugle-Dudek and Officer
Ernie Sanchez were awarded this Medal of
Valor on April 17, 2002.

Undaunted, all of these men and women
acted with great courage, in concert with one
another and with the highest degree of profes-
sionalism. And it is their undying commitment
to public safety and law enforcement that is so
essential to the health of our communities. Mr.
Speaker, it is with great pride that | congratu-
late these individuals on their receipt of this
tremendous honor.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE UNI-
VERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALI-
FORNIA ON THEIR ORANGE
BOWL VICTORY

HON. DIANE E. WATSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to the accomplishments of the Univer-
sity of Southern California football team. Con-
gratulations are indeed in order for USC Presi-
dent Steven Sample, Head Coach Pete Car-
roll, and the Orange Bowl champions, who fin-
ished the season with the #l ranking in the
Sagarin and Matthews/Scripps Howard ratings
and the nation’s #4 ranking in the final AP and
ESPN/USA Today polls.

The USC Trojan football team has shown
unique skill, charisma, dedication, and love for
the sport. The Trojans accumulated an 11 and
2 win-loss record while competing against
some of the best programs in the country. The
Trojans regular season performance and their
strength of schedule earned them a Bowl
Championship Series, or BCS, berth. Team-
work and a motivated work ethic combined to
create second half domination over lowa in
the Orange Bowl. After going into the half tied
10-10, the Trojans mounted long touchdown
marches on their first three possessions of the
second half to blow open the game. USC fin-
ished the game 38-17, defeating a higher
ranked lowa Hawkeye team.

Now is also the appropriate time to con-
gratulate quarterback Carson Palmer for win-
ning the prestigious Heisman Trophy. This is
the first time the trophy has returned to the
west coast since USC running back Marcus
Allen managed the feat 21 years ago. Carson
Palmer is the 5th Heisman winner from USC.
Palmer himself summed up the Trojan mind
set this year when he stated, “l couldn’t be
more honored to take this trophy back to
share with my teammates in Los Angeles . . .
This award is as much theirs as it is mine.”

Mr. Speaker, again | congratulate USC
President Steven Sample, Head Coach Pete
Caroll, and the football team at the University
of Southern California for a season to remem-
ber.
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EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES OF
THE HOUSE TO THE FAMILIES
OF THE CREW OF THE SPACE
SHUTTLE “COLUMBIA”

SPEECH OF

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 2003

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, | wish to honor
the lives of the seven courageous individuals
who tragically perished aboard the Space
Shuttle Columbia on Saturday morning. Mi-
chael Anderson, David Brown, Kalpana
Chawla, Laurel Clark, Rick Husband, William
McCool, and llan Ramon are true heroes who
leave behind a legacy of cooperation, hard
work, and friendship that will live on and in-
spire future generations of scientists and
space explorers. | offer my deepest condo-
lences to the astronauts’ families.

In the midst of this tragedy, may our Nation
and the international community also pay
homage to all of the selfless, courageous as-
tronauts of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration and other space agen-
cies around the world. These men and women
venture into the unknown in search of new
knowledge. These complex, grueling, and dan-
gerous missions have been the source of
some of the greatest technological gains in
history.

The goal of every astronaut is ultimately the
betterment of mankind, and the seven explor-
ers we lost on Saturday were working towards
exactly that. They were working to understand
complex mechanisms in the human body, col-
lecting samples of their own blood, urine, and
saliva to detect possible bone loss, kidney
stones, muscle loss, or weakening of immune
systems, to lead to developments in
healthcare—like the dialysis equipment that
my mother uses.

As the astronauts watched the Earth spin
below them, observing climatic and atmos-
pheric phenomena, they worked on projects to
help lessen our footprint on the planet, includ-
ing researching low-level combustion for use
in leaner-buming automobile engines. The
data from their research will have impact far
into the future.

As people in my district of EI Paso and
across the Nation watched the Columbia fall
from the sky on Saturday morning, we were
gripped with awe and fear. We will rise out of
this tragedy. The lessons that we learn from
this day will bring us to a brighter tomorrow,
a future in which more passionate young men
and women truly become citizens of the uni-
verse, looking at the world from the vantage
point of the stars. The crew of the Columbia
lived an adventure which most of us can only
imagine. As long as children look up to the
sky and dream of touching the stars or stand-
ing on the moon, our memories of these brave
men and women will live on.

————

THE RIM OF THE VALLEY
CORRIDOR STUDY ACT

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the Rim of the Valley Corridor Study
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Act, directing the Secretaries of Interior and
Agriculture to study the feasibility of expanding
the Santa Monica Mountains National Recre-
ation Area to include the mountains and can-
yons in Southern California that are part of the
Rim of the Valley Corridor, as designated by
the State of California.

The National Park Service and the U.S. For-
est Service would jointly study the suitability of
more than doubling the size of the Santa
Monica Mountains National Recreation Area
by encompassing this corridor, which contains
areas of rare Mediterranean ecosystems and
encircles the mountains above the San Fer-
nando, La Crescenta, Santa Clarita, Simi, and
Conejo Valleys, as well as the famed Arroyo
Seco, home of Pasadena’s Rose Bowl.

For many residents of Southern California,
the mountains above our communities are a
nearby haven to enjoy nature, a refuge from
the noise and commotion of Los Angeles. Our
mountains can and should be places where
city-dwellers can easily go to enjoy such ac-
tivities as hiking, camping, mountain biking,
horseback riding, observing wildlife, and ad-
miring nature’s scenic beauty. Given the tre-
mendous growth pressures in Southern Cali-
fornia, we must act now to preserve our pre-
cious open space. It is my hope that the Rim
of the Valley Corridor Study Act will embody a
dream and vision of a Southern California en-
hanced not only by what was built, but also by
what was preserved.

The National Park Service oversees the
highly successful Santa Monica Mountains Na-
tional Recreation Area, the world’s largest
urban park, spanning from the mountains to
the sea and protected in perpetuity by Con-
gress in 1978. Inclusion of the Rim of the Val-
ley Corridor would link wildlife habitat in the
Santa Monica Mountains to the Angeles Na-
tional Forest.

The Rim of the Valley Corridor Study Act
would require the Secretaries of Interior and
Agriculture to complete their study within one
to three years, consulting with state and local
government entities. It would then be nec-
essary for Congress to enact subsequent leg-
islation to implement the study’s recommenda-
tions.

| am pleased that this legislation has bipar-
tisan support, with Reps. HOWARD BERMAN,
DAVID DREIER, GEORGE MILLER, BRAD SHER-
MAN, and HILDA SoLis as principal co-spon-
sors. | am delighted that the senior Senator
from California, Senator FEINSTEIN, is also in-
troducing this important legislation today.

The Rim of the Valley Corridor Study Act
will result in an initiative creating a lasting leg-
acy of nearby natural open space for our chil-
dren—and their children—to enjoy.

——

HONORING RICHARD WILLIAMS,
JR.

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Mr. Richard Williams, Jr., who
served as Blount County Commissioner from
1984 until recently.

Commissioner Williams was dedicated to his
family, faith and Country. He was a great
American.
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